[P53 in atherosclerotic plaques].
The methylation and expression of P53 were studied in atherosclerotic plaques. Atherosclerosis was initiated in 2.5-3.0 kg New Zealand white Rabbits by feeding cholesterol, oil and endothelial debridement of the aorta. There were the methylation of the partial CCGG sites, low levels of expression of the wild-type P53 and mutant P53 protein in the plaques. These might be an important cause of the cellular proliferation during development of atherosclerosis.